
 

         

 

 

Dialogue Panel (in German) 

Depictions of Excessive Force – Between Destruction and Attraction 

Wednesday, 30.10.24, 6 pm at  

Kunsthalle Giessen 
 

 
Fig.: Vincent Haiges, The corpse of a dead Russian soldier in the car of a search team. The collected bodies are 

brought to the local morgue. Ukrainian officials estimate that around 100 Russian soldiers were killed in the 

attack. Voznesenk, 15 March 2022. 

 

with:  

Larissa-Diana Fuhrmann (TraCe), Vincent Haiges (war photographer), Professor Dr Claudia 

Hattendorff (art historian), & Cornelia Wegerhoff (journalist). 

Moderator: Tina Cramer 

 

Welcome by:  

Dr. Nadia Ismail (director Kunsthalle Giessen) 

& Prof. Dr. Katharina Lorenz (president of Justus-Liebig-Universität Gießen) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do images of violence affect us? When do they become voyeuristic spectacles, and when 

are they necessary documents? This public dialogue panel sheds light on depictions of 

excessive force in reporting, art, and social media, bringing together perspectives from 

academia and practice. It draws on insights from the Research Centre "Transformations of 

Political Violence" (TraCe), as well as from journalism, war photography, and curatorial 

practice, to discuss the portrayal of excessive force in various media contexts, particularly the 

limits of what can and should be represented. 

 

Excessive force is not a new phenomenon. However, recent developments in the practice of 

political force increasingly challenge the norms and practices designed to contain it. In the 

face of new forms of warfare, evolving terrorist violence, and growing disregard for 

international humanitarian law, humanity is under pressure. These transformations in political 

violence also challenge our ability to comprehend, analyse, and, ideally, mitigate or resolve 

the growing number and intensity of conflicts. 

 

How can depictions of violence help raise awareness and bring visibility to conflicts? Are there 

limits to what can be shown, and where do they lie? How can and should emotional suffering 

be visualised? The dialogue panel is accompanied by a digital exhibition, available from 25th to 

30th of October 2024 on our social media channels (@kunsthallegiessen) and the Kunsthalle 

Giessen website (kunsthalle-giesssen.de). The exhibition features photographs by 

internationally active war photographer and panel participant Vincent Haiges, an excerpt 

from the photo book “War Porn” by war reporter Christoph Bangert, the photographic series 

“Survivors” by Congolese documentary photographer Arlette Bashizi, and documentation of 

the performance “Armor” (2015, Kabul, Afghanistan) by Afghan artist Kubra Khademi, now 

living in exile in Paris. Before the panel begins, Vincent Haiges will give a brief guided tour of 

his works in the Kunsthalle, offering insights into the creation of his photography. 

 

The dialogue panel is organised in collaboration with the Research Centre "Transformations of 

Political Violence" (TraCe), an interdisciplinary research network funded by the Federal 

Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), involving five Hessian research institutions: the 

Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF), Goethe University Frankfurt, Justus Liebig 

University Giessen, Philipps University Marburg, and Technical University Darmstadt. This 

event is part of TraCe's knowledge transfer strategy, aiming to bridge the gap between 

practice and research. More information is available at trace-center.de. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/kunsthallegiessen/
https://kunsthalle-giessen.de/
https://www.trace-center.de/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The public dialogue panel marks the opening of TraCe's third annual conference, which will 

take place at Justus Liebig University Giessen from 30 October to 1 November 2024 under the 

title “The Excessive Use of Force”. The conference will feature three keynote speeches and 13 

short presentations, covering a wide conceptual range from international excessive force and 

its legal frameworks, both past and present, to civil wars, internal state violence, and issues of 

justice following the use of excessive force. 

 

 
Kubra Khademi, Armor, 2015. Courtesy of the Artist & Galerie Eric Mouchet © Naim Karimi 

 

With visual and video material from: 

Arlette Bashizi (documentary photographer), Vincent Haiges (war photographer), Kubra 

Khademi (artist), also to be shown on 30 October 2024 at Kunsthalle Giessen. 

 

Note: As the title suggests, the depictions and discussion will contain explicit violence. 

 

Admission is free, and no prior registration is required. There will be a livestream on YouTube, 

which will remain available after the event. The discussion will be held in German.  

 

Supported by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trace-center.de/en/events/the-excessive-use-of-force
https://www.youtube.com/@TraCe_Violence

